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-% With the recent release of both 2 movie and television show about

impropriety ‘ dodgeball, debate abour the game’s merits and impropricties has escalated
{fm‘pre-pri'l-té) a, ; in the media and on the NASPE listserv.! Thus, the National Association
::‘a:::;ml:t': ::t ; for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE) would like to reiterate its j
or qmm‘; position abour including dodgebafl in schoal physical education programs.. ‘b ‘
' s g

. GRAMMAR IN INASPE believes that dodgeball is not an appropriace activicy for K-12 ]
CONTEXT school physical education programs. The purpose of physical educadon i
Mullsie 4, e wirdleruses is to provide students wich: ' t
ma;bm M. pu" 4 « The knowledge, skills, and confidence needed to be physically
for the National ¥ .10 activc for a lifetime
Association for Sport ’ “» A daily dose of physical activicy for health benefics

and Physical Education. 1% ~» Positive experiences so that kids want to be physically actve
£, outside of physical education dlass and throughouc their lifetime

The goals of physical education can be obtined through a wide variety

< PERSUASION of appropriate physical activities. & ()
What is the NASPE's - ‘
position on dodgeball Getting and keeping children and adolescents active is one of the bi
:‘d‘d“”' Ph”k:'m? | challenges facing pareats and youth leaders. e
preg » 61.5% of children aged 9~13 years do not participate in any
. organized physical activity during cheir non-school hours
mrwt;t'{m ud 2 - and 22.6% do not engage in any free-time physical activity.
ot sf;a »_One-third of high school studencs are not adequately active
equirementor meet - and over 10% do not participate in any physical activity atall.
aneed e * 16% of U.S. youth aged 6-19 are overweight—triple the
rtion of 25 years ago. @
& PERSUASION ' P{l‘O poster eanage- @ '
2:3%2’2‘;257&  According to NASPE's Appropriate Practices for Elementary School Physical ;
Favevesiildyou describe Education (2000), “in a quality physical education class teachers involve |
the tone of this ALL children in activities that allow them to participate actively, both
document? physically and mentally. Activities such as relay races, dodgeball,and (5

¢ 1 Hstserv (Nst-50rv): an e-mail list that atlows a group of peaple to hold a discussion by writing
8| to each other via the Internet, ’
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i How many people
pictured on this
dodgeball team appear
to be getting exercise?
p
1
l
4 } climi{xation g provxdclxm:t:d opportﬁx;it_is for everyone in the class,
: i 30 especially the slowu,less gg!le;mdgms who need thf activity the most. ‘ elemirate 1<Tm'e-ndt]
' The students who are eliminated first in dodgeball are typically the ones ! ;ﬁ:ﬁ*mﬁ:ym
who most need to be active and practice their skills. Many times these ¢ defeating
students are also the ones with the least amount of confidence in cheir 3
physical abilicies. Being targeted because they are the “weaker” plagers,and | [f < :i%iﬁ:ﬁ
', being hit by a hard-thrown ball, does nqthdpkndsrodevdopmnﬁdcnoe.@ | What kind of emotional
» : | His bel
-, Thearguments most often heard in favor of dodgeball are thac it allows l :qp};’::i,sgh. :?h::fﬂ
% for the practice of imporant physical skills—and kids like ic. . 8 appeall
e « Dodgeball does provide a means of practicing some important T
g physical skills—running, dodging, throwing, and catching. e —
Y4 Howevcr.bcmammanyscﬁvi:ies_dmaﬂowpmcdocofdmscskills - s
withour using human targets or eliminating students from play. I Qz:%ﬁc AND
« Some kids may like it—the most skilled, the most confident. REASONING
Bur many do not! Cerainly not the student who gets hic hard in A leading question is 2
A the stomach, head, or groin. And it is notappropriate to teach our question that contains |
_ children that you win by hurting others. & its answer. A rhetarical
, question is one that
" Ina recenc arricle about the new GSN (games necwork) TV show called b B st
“Extreme Dodgeball,” chere is ralk of “developing and executing require a reply. Reread
extreme strategics to annihilate opponents” and the use of terms such lines 49-50. Is this a
as “throw-to-kill racios,” and “headshots.” NASPE asks, “Is chis the type leading question or a
50 of game that you want children to be exposed w0 _| rhetorical question?
AT g gy ot
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ban (bén] v. to prohibit

« PERSGUASION
What words and phrases
in the first sentence
make Rick Reilly’s tone
immediately clear?

« PERSUASION
Why does Neil Williams
object to dodgeball?
Describe Reilly’s response
to this objection.

OPINION

v
i

S -

" Not to alarm you, but America is going softer
than left-out butter. Exhibit 9,137: Schools
‘have started banning dodgeball. e

1 kid you not. Dodgeball bas been outlawed by some school districrs
- in New York, Texas, Utah and Virginia. Many more are thinking about

. i, like Cecil County, Md., where the school board wants to bas any

game with “human targets.” 5
Human sargets? What's tag? What's a snowball fight? What's a close
play ar second? Neil Williams, a physical education professor at Eastern
1o Connecricur State, says dodgeball has to go because it “encourages the
biest to pick on the weak.” Noooo! You mean there's weak in the worldb
“There’s strong? OF course there is, and dodgeball is one of the first
opportunities in life to figure out which one you are and how you're
,going to deal with it. X
" We bad a bully, Big Joc, in our seventh grade. Must have weighed
225 pounds, . . . We also had a kid named Melvin, who was so thin we
could've faxed him from class to class. I'll never forget the dodgeball
game in which Big Joe had a ball in each hand and one sandwiched &
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aggression {a-grésh‘en)
n. hostile or destructive
behavior or action

@Mﬂmﬂl R4
ANALYZE '

' RHETORIC AND

REASONING

A caricature is

a cartoon-fike
description of an
opposing argument.
Reread lines 27-30 10
find the caricature.
Then note it on your
chart.

, PERSUASION

What widely accepted
value does Reilly use to
make an ethical appeal?
Consider whether he
seems to respect the job
of filling chalupas.

ANALYZE RHETORIC
AND REASONING
Reread lines 34-51.
Sometimes writers try
to convince you that

a position Is wrong
because it could result
in a ridiculous outcome.
Identify one ridiculous
outcome proposed by
Rellly in lines 34-51

e s,

between his knees, firing at our side like a human tennis-ball machine,
20 when, all of a sudden, he got plunked. . . . Joe whirled around to see
who'd done it and saw that it was none other than Melvin, all 83 pounds
of him, most of it smile.
. -Some of these . . . whiners say dodgeballis inappropriate in these

violent times. Are you kidding? Dodgeball is one of the few times in life

whea you get to let out your aggressions, no questions asked. We don't

need less dodgeball in schools, we need more!

- 1 know what all these . . . parents want. They want their Ambers and

their Alexanders to grow up in a cozy womb of noncompetition, where
. éverybody shares tofu' and Lirde Red Riding Hood and the big, bad wolf
50 set up 4 commune2 Then their kids will stumble out into the bright light

of the real world and find out thar, yes, there’s weak and there’s strong
- and reams and sides and winriing and losing. You'll recognize those kids.

- * They'll be the ones filling up chalupas.® Very noncompetitive. ~

7 But Williams and his fellow whiners arent stopping at dodgeball. In
their Physical Bducation Hall of Shame they've also induded duck-duck-

" gooseand musical chairs. Seriously. So, if we give chem dodgeball, you

it look for these games to be banned next:
" Thg Referring to any child as ##is demeaning and hurcful. Instead

. ofthe child hollering, “You're it!” we recommend, “You're speciall”
Y 4« Baseball. Trivolves wrong-héaded notions of stealing, errors and
7 gruesome fir-and-run. Players should atways be safe, never out.
-+ - Kickthe can. Unfair o the can.
o Ifwe let these PC twinkies! have their way, we'll be left wich:

N

* Dugh-duch-duck. Teaches spends the entire hour patting each child

"~ sofily on the bead.

 Upsy down. The entire class takes turns fluffing the gym ceacher's
pillow before het pap.

e Swedish baseball, Players are allowed free passage to first, second or

they,receive a relaxing ewo-minure massage from opposing

1. tofu (13'$00): & préidimld'! toybnp curd that many vegetarians eat in place of meat.
2. commune {(kBdm'y&8n’)1a cooperative community in which a group of people who are not

necessarlly related live and work together.

'3, chalupas iche-Krpss): fried tostillas fllled with meat, a Mexican dish similar to tacos that s served
at several US, fagt-food chains.

4, PCtwinkles: Reilly's expression for people who are Loo concerned (politically correct) with of fending
atbers by words or actions.
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